May 14, 2020 


Special Newsletter 


The two rarest Reeded Edge Half Dollar die marriages are 1839-O GR-2 and 1839-O 
GR-3, each with only one known. (might change today). Only 3 collectors have ever 
owned these die marriages. Originally, Dick Graham and Craig Eberhart each owned one 
and decided between them that one should own both. Apparently, Craig accepted Dick's 
offer and Dick became the first one to own both coins. A few years later, Dr. Charles 
Link made Dick an offer that he couldn't refuse for 3 coins as follows: 1839-O GR-2, 
1839-O GR-3 and the finest known 1838 GR-5. All 3 coins were in NGC holders that 
were resubmitted to PCGS and graded VF35, VF35 and AUS5 respectfully. 


1839-0 GR-2 vs. 1839-O GR-5 


On the next 3 pages, you will find photos of 3 different specimens of 1839-O die 
varieties. Each of these 3 coins has the same obverse die. 1839-O GR-2 and 1839-O 
GR-5 each share the same obverse die. It is believed that 1839-O GR-2 was the first use 
and 1839-O GR-5 was the 2nd use. 


Your job is figure out if the 3rd specimen is an 1839-O GR-2 or GR-5? 





‘this image at PCGS.com 


1839-O GR-2 PCGS VF35 Reverse 
(Photo Courtesy of PCGS Registry) 


Currently, this is the only known specimen. You should notice the long talon over H in 
HALF. You should also notice the long, slightly flatter on the top, dentils and how close 
they are to the Legends. 





1839 GR-5 PCGS XF40 Reverse 


Currently, the above shown specimen is rated R-4+ (81 to 120 known). Notice the 
position of the talon over H in HALF. Also notice the short rounded dentils and their 
distance from the Legends. 





Unknown 1839-O Reverse 


The above specimen appears to be VG or so and has the same obverse as 1839-O GR- 2 
and 1839-O GR-5. The talon over H in HALF appears to be disconnected. Are the 
dentils close to the Legends, like 1839-O GR-2 or are they far away like 1839-O GR-5? 


Is this an 1839-O GR-2 or is it an 1839-O GR-5? 


Please look at the 3rd coin and give me your opinion by emailing me at 
bustcoin1 @verizon.net . I will present the results in Koenings' Newsletter #14 on 
June 15, 2020. 


